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Safety Snapshot Insurance Cancellations 

   Police will watch for impaired 

drivers and pedestrians during 

checkpoints and roving patrols to 

help make roads safer this Hallow-

een. There were 412 crashes and five 

fatalities last year on this day. 

   The effort is aided by the stateôs 64 

certified Drug Recognition Experts 

(DRE), who must be active police 

officers and pass a grueling training 

program, followed by updates and 

continued yearly training. A DRE is 

called when a driver appears to be 

impaired but alcohol is ruled out as 

the cause of impairment. The DRE 

program has led to a 64-percent in-

crease in drugged driving arrests 

since 2004 in Pennsylvania. State 

Police drugged-driving arrests have 

increased 136 percent.       

   While impaired driving is often 

this enforcementôs focus, impaired 

pedestrians also put themselves and 

others at risk. There were 4,480 pe-

destrians involved in crashes and 143 

pedestrian fatalities reported in 2008. 

Drinking pedestrians, as reported by 

police on the crash report, accounted 

for 236 of the crashes and 29 of the 

fatalities. 

   No matter how you travel, Penn-

DOT reminds residents that alcohol 

and drugs can affect balance and vi-

sion, impair judgment, and reduce 

alertness and coordination, putting 

you at increased risk for injury.  

Halloween Brings DUI,  
Pedestrian Focus  
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Question of the Month 

Where can my constituents find a list of driver licensing and motor vehicle 

fees?  
 

AnswerðYour constituents should visit PennDOTôs Driver and Vehicle Ser-

vices Web site, www.dmv.state.pa.us, under the Payment Information Cen-

ter.  The Payment Information Center also provides information regarding 

acceptable forms of payment and obtaining a refund. 

Aviation Grants 

   Governor Edward G. Rendell re-

cently announced the investment of 

$6.5 million for facility and safety 

improvements at 10 airports.  

   See www.dot.state.pa.us (click on 

News Releases) for details on the re-

cipients and project descriptions. 
 

Teen Driver Safety Week 

   Oct. 18-24 marks National Teen 

Driver Safety Week, a time to remind 

teen drivers and their parents/

guardians of the driving distractions 

that cause most teen driver crashes. 

   These distractions include using a 

cell phone, text messaging, having 

other teen passengers in a vehicle 

with the teen driver, adjusting the ra-

dio or eating while driving, and are 

major contributing factors in highway 

crashes involving young drivers.  In 

2008, crashes involving 16 to 19-year

-old drivers accounted for 18 percent 

of the statewide total crashes attribut-

able to driver distractions.   

   For teen driver safety tips, visit 

PennDOTôs highway safety Web site, 

www.DriveSafePA.org, and select the 

Young Driver link under the Traffic 

Safety Information Center. 

   Changing auto insurance policies 

can become a headache if drivers do 

not follow procedures for keeping 

PennDOT informed of proof of in-

surance. Pennsylvania law requires 

PennDOT to suspend vehicle regis-

trations for three months if proof of 

insurance is not provided. 

   After a driver cancels insurance 

and replaces it with another policy, 

PennDOT will issue a letter to that 

person asking for the new policy in-

formation. It is imperative that driv-

ers respond to this letter. Failure to 

respond by the date indicated in the 

letter will result in a three-month 

vehicle registration suspension. This 

brings up the point that drivers need 

to keep PennDOT informed of their 

current address or any address 

changes, so that this letter and other 

important communications relating 

to licenses and registrations are not 

delayed or misdirected. 

   If individuals cancel their insur-

ance policies with no intention of 

getting insurance through another 

carrier, Pennsylvania law requires 

them to surrender their registration 

plates, stickers and cards to Penn-

DOT within 30 days of the insurance 

policy cancellation. Failure to sur-

render these items to PennDOT may 

result in a three-month vehicle regis-

tration suspension. Items should be 

mailed to: PennDOT, Bureau of Mo-

tor Vehicles, Return Tag Unit, P.O. 

Box 68597, Harrisburg, PA 17106-

8597. 

http://www.dmv.state.pa.us
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/fees/index.shtml
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/fees/index.shtml
http://www.dot.state.pa.us
http://www.drivesafepa.org


Pennsylvania Submits Second High-Speed Rail Funding Application 
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   In September, Pennsylvania trav-

elers started taking their "Travel 

Info to Go" as PennDOT officially 

launched its 511 system ð 511PA.  

   511PA provides free, 24-hour 

information services including traf-

fic delay warnings, weather fore-

casts, regional tourism informa-

tion, and links to transit agencies 

and major airports. The service is 

available by calling 511 or 

through the Internet at: 

www.511PA.com. 

   Users are also able to register 

through the Web site to receive 

personalized traveler alerts, pro-

vided through e-mail and text mes-

saging.  

   The 511PA roadway network 

includes all 1,759 miles of inter-

state including the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike, as well as other major 

roadways in Harrisburg, Philadel-

phia and Pittsburgh. Traffic infor-

mation for the majority of this net-

work includes incident reports such 

as crashes, construction activities 

and, starting in November, winter 

road conditions.  

   Additionally, average traffic 

speeds are available for several in-

terstates and other major roadways 

in urban areas.  

   To provide the most reliable in-

formation, 511PA will be updated 

as PennDOT verifies that an inci-

dent is occurring either through its 

network of more than 440 traffic 

cameras or through confirmed re-

ports from state and local police. 

Crashes and other delays beyond 

PennDOTôs control, such as vehi-

cle breakdowns, are not available 

on the system immediately, and 

travelers may encounter traffic de-

lays before that information is 

posted on 511PA.  

   PennDOT encourages motorists 

to not call 511PA while driving. 

Callers should safely pull off the 

road to call the system, or check 

for travel delays before heading 

out.  

   PennDOT will continue to en-

hance 511PA and travelers are en-

couraged to provide feedback on 

the system by visiting 

www.511PA.com.  

   The Federal Communications 

Commission designated 511 as the 

nationwide three-digit telephone 

number for traveler information. 

Pennsylvania joins 35 states that 

already have established 511 ser-

vices. 

511PA Launched as New Traveler Resource 

and the commonwealth is seeking 

full funding of the improvements. 
 

 Lackawanna Cutoff ï Scranton to 

Hoboken Passenger Rail Service: 

restoration of passenger rail service 

between Scranton and Hoboken, 

N.J., with connections to Penn Sta-

tion in Manhattan. The projectôs esti-

mated cost is $401 million and the 

commonwealth is seeking full fund-

ing for the project. 
 

 Pittsburgh High-Speed Magnetic 

Levitation Project Phase A: funding 

to design and construct the first seg-

ment (Pittsburgh International Air-

port to Downtown Pittsburgh) of a 

Maglev, or magnetic levitation, line 

between the airport and Monroeville/

Greensburg. Phase A construction 

totals $2.3 billion and the common-

wealth is seeking full funding for the 

project. 

   The projects were submitted under 

Track 2, which aims to substantially 

upgrade existing services or develop 

new high-speed rail corridor or inter-

city passenger rail services.  

   For more information on the candi-

date projects or submitted applica-

tion, visit www.recovery.pa.gov.  

Inform Your Constituents  
    

   Your constituents could bene-
fit from much of the information 
in PennDOT Brief. Feel free to 
include content from this edition 
in your next constituent newslet-
ter or mailing. 
   If you need this information in 
a different format, please e-mail 
our Press Office at RA-
penndotpress@state.pa.us with 
your request. 
   To keep your finger on the 
pulse of PennDOT news, visit 
www.dot.state.pa.us and click 
on ñNews Releases.ò 

   Pennsylvania recently submitted 

applications to the federal govern-

ment for $3.1 billion from the 

American Recovery and Reinvest-

ment Act to make high-speed rail 

improvements.  

   The $8 billion national initiative is 

part of President Obamaôs proposal 

to invest in efficient, high-speed pas-

senger rail to address the transporta-

tion challenges.  

   PennDOT submitted the following 

projects for Recovery funding:   
 

 Keystone Corridor East ï Harris-

burg to Philadelphia: construction of 

four separate projects that include 

track, signal, power and catenary 

upgrades, grade crossing removal 

and addition of a third express track 

between Atglen and Paoli. The im-

provements will increase the corri-

dorôs maximum operating speed to 

125 mph, reducing trip times. The 

construction totals $489.8 million 

http://www.511pa.com
http://www.511PA.com
http://www.recovery.pa.gov
mailto:RA-penndotpress@state.pa.us
mailto:RA-penndotpress@state.pa.us
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/


Construction started in September on 

the following federal American Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act pro-

jects in 12 counties: 

 

Cambria County 

Remove rock-fall debris, Route 

271 

Rehabilitate Route 219 
 

Chester County 

Install traffic signal at Route 252 

and White Horse Road 

Repair, resurface Route 30 

 

Chester, Delaware counties 

Build Chester Valley Trail, first 

phase 

 

Cumberland County 

Repair Routes 11, 74, 641  

 

Delaware County 

Repair, resurface Valley Road 

 

Franklin County 

Replace Route 433 bridge deck 

Indiana County 

Restore Indiana By-

pass  
 

Lancaster County 

 Repair Route 372 

bridge 

 Repair, resurface 

Route 222 
 

Mercer County 

 Rehabilitate Interstate 

80  
 

Pike County 

Resurface Route 739 

Resurface Interstate 

84 

 

Wayne County 

Bridge rehabilitation 

over Middle Creek  

 

York County 

Repair, resurface Route 30 

 
    
 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: Recovery Update 

 

   You and your constituents can track 

the progress of every PennDOT 

American Recovery and Reinvest-

ment Act project at 

www.recovery.pa.gov. Information 

on these projects, as well as other 

Recovery Act efforts, is provided on 

a county-by-county basis. Also, you 

and your constituents can sign up for 

Really Simple Syndication (RSS) 

feeds to receive alerts as soon as site 

information is updated.  
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Reading Materials Inc. of Hunlock Creek, Luzerne 

County, will resurface Route 739 from Milford Road to 

Log Cabin Road in Dingman Township, Pike County.  

PennDOT anticipates that the $1 million project will be 

completed by the end of October. 

   PennDOT reminds your constitu-

ents that wet leaves, fog, sun glare 

and frost are a few driving hazards 

that they will encounter this fall, but 

there are steps drivers can take to 

help make their travel safer: 
 

 Increase your following distance in 

severe weather, at dusk and dawn 

and when in an area with wet leaves. 

If you are being tailgated, let the 

other driver pass. 

 

 Check your vehicle's headlights, 

taillights and turn signals to ensure 

they are working properly since 

darkness will be a part of many 

driver's morning and/or evening 

commutes. Make sure you turn on 

your headlights as the sunlight fades. 

 Have your vehicle's heating and 

wiper systems checked to ensure 

they are working properly.  

 

 Be sure you have tires with suffi-

cient tread depth in case of an early 

season snow. 

 

 Visit www.511pa.com or call 511 

from any phone to check traffic con-

ditions before heading out.  

 

For more fall driving tips and other 

highway safety information, visit 

www.DriveSafePA.org.  

Fall Driving Tips 


